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SERMON XLI.

Said's Converfion.

Acts ix. 22.

But Said increafed the more in ftrength^ and confounded

the Jczvs which dwelt at DamafctiSy proving that this

is very Christ.

IT is an undoubted truth, however paradoxical it may feem

to natural men, that " whofoever will live godly in

Christ Jesus, fhall fufFer perfecution." And therefore it

is very remarkable, that our bleffed Lord, in his glorious

fermon on the mount, after he had been pronouncing thofe

blefled, who were poor in fpirit, meek, pure in heart, and

fuch like, immediately adds (and fpends no lefs than three

verfes in this beatitude " Blefled are they who are perfecuted

for righteoufnefs fake." No one ever was or ever will be

endowed with the forementioned graces in any degree, but

he will be perfecuted for it in a meafure. There is an irre-

concileable enmity between the feed of the woman, and the

feed of the ferpent. And if we are not of the world, but

fhew by our fruits that v;e are of the number of thofe whom

Jesus Christ has chofen out of the world, for that very

reafon the world will hate us. As this is true of every parti-

cular chriftian, h it is true of every chriftian church in gene-

ral. For fome years pad we have heard but little of a public

perfecution : Why ? Becaufe but little of the power of god-

linefs has prevailed amongft all denominations. The ftrong

man armed has had fall pofleffion of mod profefTors hearts,

and therefore he has let them reft in a f^lfe peace. But we

may aflure ourfelves, when Jesus Christ begins to gather

in
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In his ele£l in any remarkable manner, and opens an cffedual

door for preaching the everlafting goipel, perfecution will

flame out, and S(/ian and his emillaries will do their utmoft

(though all in vain) to ftop the work of God. Thus it was

in the firft ages, thus it is in our days, and thus it will be,

till time fliall be no more.

Chrillians and chriftian churches muft then expe£l enemies.

Our chief concern fliould be, to learn how to behave towards

them in a chriftian manner : For, unlefs we take good heed

to o'lrftlves, we (hall imbitter our fpirits, and a6l unbecom.-

incr the followers of that Lord, *' who, when he was reviledsj

reviled not again ; when be fufFered, threatned not j and,

as a lamb before his (hearers is dumb, (o opened he not his

mouth.'* Biitwhat motive fhall we make ufe of to bring our-

felves to this blefTed lamb-like temper? Next to the imme-

diate operation of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts, I know

of no confideration more conducive to teach us long-fufFering

towards our moft bitter perfecutors, than this, ".That, fot

all we know to the contrary, fome of thofe very perfons, who

are now perfecuting, may be chofen from all eternity by God,

and hereafter called in time, to edify and build up the church

of Christ."

The pcrfccutor .SW, mentioned in. the words of the text,

(and whofe converfion, QoD willing, I propofe to treat o^v

in the following difcourfe) is a noble inftance of this kind. .

I fay, a perfecutor, and that a bloody one : For fee how

he is introduced in the beginning of this chapter; " An4

Saul yet breathing out thrcatnings and flaughter againft the

difciples of our Lord, went unto the high prieft, and defired

of him letters to Dornofcus -io the fynagpgues, that if h^ fouad

any of this way, whether .th^y were men. or women, he might

bring them bound to 'JeruJaUni.''''

'' And Saul yet breathing out." This implies that he had

been a pcrftrcutor before. 'I'o prove which, we need only

look back to the 7th chapter, where we (hall find him fo very

remarkably active at Stephens death, that " the witnefles laid

down their clothes at a young man's feet, whofe name was

Saul.''* He feems, though young, to be in fome authority.

Perhaps, for his zeal againft the chriftians, he was preferred

in the church, and was allowed to lit in the great council or

Sanhedrim,
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Sanhedrfm : For wc are told, chap. vill. ver. i. <« That Saul

was confenting unto his death j'* and again, at ver* 3. he is

brought in as exceeding all in his oppofuion ; for thus fpcaks

the evangclift, " As for StuJ, he made havock of the church,

entring into every houfe, and haling men and women, com-
mitted them to prifon." One would have imagined, that

this (hould have fatisfied, at leafl: abated the fury of this youn:;

realot. No : being exceedingly mad againft them, as he him-

fclf informs J^rippa^ and having made havock of all in Jeru-

falem^ he now is refolved to perfecute the difciples of the

Lord, even to ftrange cities ; and therefore yet breathing out

threatnings. *' Breathing out." The words are very empha-
tical, and exprefTive oi" his bitter enmity. It was as natural to

him now to threaten the chriftians, as it was for him to

breathe: he could fcarce fpeak, but it was fotne threatnings

againft them. Nay, he not only breathed out threatningr,

but flaughters alfo (and thofc who threaten, wouid alio

(laughter, if it were in their power) againft the difciples of

the Lord. Infatiable therefore as hell, finding he could not

confute or flop the chriftians by force of argument, he is re-

folved to do it by force of arms j and therefore went to tiie

high prieft (for there never was a perfccution yet without a

high prieft at the head of it) and defired of him letters, iftlied

out of his fpiritual court, to the fynagogues or ccclefiaftical

courts at Danwfcus, giving him authority, " that if he found

any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might

bring them bound unto ^erufalem^'' I fuppofe, there to be

arraigned and condemned in the high prieft's court. Obferve

how he fpeaks of the chriftians. Lukc^ v/ho wrote the A5fs^

calls them *' difciples of the Lord," and ^aul ftilcs them
*' Men and women of this way." I doubt not but he reprc-

fented them as a company of upftari enthufiajis^ that had lately

•gotten into a new method or way of living; that would not

be content with the temple-fervice, but they muft be righte-

ous over-much, and have their private meetings or conven-

ticles, and break bread, as they called it, from houfe to

houfe, to the great difturbance of the eftabliftied clergy, and

to the utter fubverfion of all order and decency. I do not

hear that the high pr-tft makes any obje(5lion : no, he was as

willing to grant letters, as ^aul was to aft; them ; and won-
VoL. VI. K derfully
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dcrfully plcafed within himfelf, to find he had fuch an acli^'C

zealot to employ againft the chriftians.

Well then, a judicial procefs is immediately iffued out,

with the high prieft's feal affixed to it. And now methinks

I fee the young perfecutor finely equipped, and pleafing him-

felf with thoughts, how triumphantly he Ihould ride back

with the " men and women ot this way," dragging them af-

ter him to ^Jerujalem,

What a condition may we imagine the poor difciplcs at

Damnfcus were in at this time ! No doubt they had heard of

SauFs imprifoning and making havock of the faints at Jcru-

falcm^ and we may well fuppofc they were apprifed of his de-

fign againft them. I am perfuaded this was a growing, be-

Cflufe a trying time with thefe dear people. O how did they

wrciHc with God in prayer, befeeching him either to deliver

them from, or fjive them grace fufficient to enable them to

bear up under, the fury of their perfecutors ? The high prieft

doubtltfs with the reft of his reverend brethren, flattered them-

felves, that they fhould now put an effectual ftop to this

growing herefy, and waited with impatience for Saul\ re-

turn.

But '* He that fitteth in heaven laughs them to fcorn, the

Lord has them in derifion." And therefore, ver. 3. " As

5^w/ journeyed, and came even near unto Daniafcus^^ perhaps

to the very gates, (our Lord permitting this, to try the faith

of his difciples, and more conlpicuoufly to baffle the defigns

of his enemie.^) " fuddenly (at mid-day, as he acquaints

Agrippa) there ihined round about him a light from heaven,"

a light brighter than the fun ;
" and he fell to the earth (why

not into hell ?) and heard a voice faying unto him, Sauly

Saul^ why pcTiecuteft thou me r" The word is doubled,

•' Saul^ Saul:'' Like that of our Lord to Martha ;
" Martha^

Aiartha ;" or the prophet, " O earth, earth, earth !" Per-

haps thefe words came like thunder to his foul. That they

were fpoken audibly, we are affured from verfe 7. "His com-
panions heard the voice." Our Lord now arrefts the per-

•fecuting zealot, calling him by name ; for the word never

does us good, till we find it fpoken to us in particular. *' Sauly

Sauiy Why perfecuteft thou Me ?" Put the emphafis upon the

word ivby^ ^hat evil have I done ? Put it upon the v/ord per-

• 3 JHttUfy
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fecute/iy why perfccutefl ? I fuppofe San! thought he was not

t)errecuting; no, he was only putting the laws of the cccle-

iiaftical court into execution ; but Jesus, whofe eyes :\re as a

flame of fire, faw through the hypocrify of his heart, that,

notvviihftanding his fpecious pretences, all this proceeded from

a perfccuting fpirit, and fecret enmity of heart againft God ;

and therefore fays, " Why perfecuteft thou mer" Put the em-
phafis upon the word f?ie^ why peffecuteft thou me ? alas f

Saul was not perfecuting Christ, was he ? he was only

taking care to prevent innovations in the church, and bring-

ing a company of enthufiafts to juftice, who otherwife would

overturn the eftabliflied conflitution. But Jesus fays, " Why
perfecuteft thou me?" For what is done to Christ's difci-

ples, he takes as done to himfelf, whether it be good, or

whether it be evil. He that touches Christ's difciples, touches

the apple of his eye j and they who perfecute the followers of

our Lord, would perfecute our Lord himfcIf, was he again

to come and tabernacle amongft us.

I do not find that Saul gives any reafon why he did perfe-

cute ; no, he was ftruck dumb; as every perfecutor will be,

when Jesus Christ puts this fame qucftion to them at the

terrible day of judgment. But being pricked at the heart, no

doubt with a fenfe not only of this, but of all his other offen-

ces againft the great God, he faid, ver. 5. '^ Who art thou.

Lord ?" See how foon Goi) can change the heart and voice

of his moll bitter enemies. Not many days ago, Saul was not

only blafpheming Christ himfelf, but, as much as in him lay,

compelling others to blafpheme alfo: but nowj he, who before

was an impoflor, is called Lord ; " Who art thou. Lord :'*

This admirably points out the way i-n which God's Spirit

works upon the heart: it firft powerfully convinces of fin, and

of our damnable ftate ; and then puts us upon enquiring after

Jesus Christ. Saul being (truck to the ground, or pricked

to the heart, cries out after Jesus, " Who art thou, Lord ?"

As many of you that were never fo far made fcnfible of your

damnable ftate, as to be made feelingly to feek after Jesus

Christ, were never yet truly convicfed by, much lefs con-

verted to, God. May the Lord, who flruck Sauly eftedually

now ftrike all my chriftlefs hearers, and fet them upon enquir-

ing after Jesus, as their all in all ! SanI faid, '^'' Who art thou,

K 2 Lord ?
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Lord r And the LoRrJ laid, 1 am Jesus, whom thou perfe-

cuteft '* Never did any one enquire truly after Jesus Christ,

bnt Christ made a faving difcovery of himfelf, to his foul.

It (hould fccm, our Lord appeared to him in perfon ; for Ana-

nias^ afterwards, fays, " 7'he Lord who appeared to thee in

the way vf hich thou earned ;" though this may only imply

Christ's meeting him in the way; it is not much matter: it

is plain Christ here fpeaks to him, and fays, *' I am Jesus,

whom thou perfccuteft." It is remarkable, how our Lord
takes to himlelf the name of J^fi^ ',

^oi" it is a name in which

he delights : I am Jesus, a Saviour of my people, both from

the 2;uilt and power of their finsi " a Jesus, whom thou per-

iecutell." 7'his feems to be fpoken to convince Saul more and

more of his fin; and I doubt nor, but e\ ery word was (liarpcr

than a two ed.ed fword, and came like fo many daggers to his

heart ; O how d.d thefe '.vords afFecl him ! a Jesus I a Savi-

our! and vet I am perlecuting h;m! this flrikes him with hor-

ror; but then tiie word Jesus, though he was a perftcutor,

might give him fome hope. However, our dear Lord, to

convince Saul that he was to be faved by grace, and that he

was not afraid of his power and enmity, tells him, " It is hard

for thee to kick againft the pricks." As much as to fay, though

he was perfecuting, yet he could not overthrow the church of

Christ: for he would fit as King upon his holy hill of Z/V;

;

the malice of men or devils fhould never be able to prevail

againfl him.

Ver. 6. " And he, tremblino; and aftonifhed, faid, Lord,

what wilt thou have me to do ?" Thofe, who think Saul had

a difcovery of Jesus made to his heart before, think that this

queltion is the refuU of his faith, and that he now defires to

knovv' what he fliall do, out of gratitude, for u'hat the Lord
had done for his foul; in this ieni'e it may be underftood ;

^ and 1 have made ufe of it as an inrtance to prove, that faith

will work by love; but perhaps it may be more agreeable to

the context, if we fuppofe, that Snul had only fome diftant

difcovery of Christ made to him, and not a full alTurance of

faith : for we are told, " he trembling and aftonifhed," trem-

bling at the thoughts of his perfecuting a Jesus, and aftonifh-

cd at his own vilenefs, and the intinite condefcenfion of this

Set Vol. V. Samon z^.-

5 J«sus,
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Jesus, cries ouf, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?"

Perfons under foul-trouble, and fore convidion, would be

glad to do any thing, or comply on any terms, to get peace

with God. *' Arile, (fays our Lord) and go into the city,

and it fliall be told ihee what thou fhalt do."

And here we will leave Saul 2. while, and fee what is become

of his companions. But what Ihall we fay ? God is a fovc-

relgn agent; his facred Spirit bloweth when and where it lill-

eth ;
" he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy.'"*

Saul is taken, but, as far as we know to the contrary, his fel-

low-travellers are left to perilh in their fins : for we are told,

ver. 7. " That the men who journeyed with him ftood, in-

deed, fpeechlefs, and hearing a confufed voice;" I fay, a co7i-

fujcd voice ^ for io the word fignifies, and muft be fo interpret-

ed, in order to reconcile it with chap. xxii. ver. 9. wligre Saul,

giving an account of thefe men, tells Agr'ippa^ " They heard

not the voice of him that fpake to me." They heard a voice,

a confufed noife, but not the articulate voice of him that fpyke

to Saul, and therefore remained unconverted. For what are all

ordinances, all, even the moft extraordinary difpenfations of

providence, without Christ fpeaks to the foul in them? Thus
it is now under the word preached : many, like 5Ws compa-

nions, are fometimes fo ftruck with the outgoings of God ap-

pearing in the fan^luary, that they even {land fpeechlefs; they

hear the preacher's voice, but not the voice of the Son of God,
who, perhaps, at the fame time is fpeaking effect^ uaily to many
other hearts ; this I have known often; arid what fhall we fay

to thefe things? O the depth of the fovereignty of God!
it is paft finding out. Lord, 1 defire to adore what I cannot

comprehend. " Even fo, Father, for fo it feemetli good in

thy fight!"

But to return to Saul: the Lord bids him " arife and go

into the city \' and we are told, ver. 8. that *' Saul arolc

from the earth ; and when his eyes were opened, (he was fo

overpowered with the greatnefs of the light that Qione upoa

them, that) he favv no man ; but they led him by the hand,

and brought him into Dnmnjciis^' that very city which was

to be the place of his executing or imprifoning the difciples of

the Lord. " And he was three days without fight, and nei-

ther did eat nor drink." But who can teil what horrors of

K 3
"^

confcience,
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confcicnce^ what convulfions of foul, what deep and pungent

conviclions of fin he underwent during thefe three long days ?

it was this took away his appetite (for who can eat or drink

when under a kn{e of the wrath of God for fin ?) and, being

to be greatly employed hereafter, he muft be greatly humbled

now; therefore, the Lord leaves him three days groaning

under the fpirir of bondage, and buffeted, no doubt, with the

fiejfy darts of the devil, that, being tempted like unto his bre-

thren, he might be able hereafter to fuccour thofe that were

tempted. Had .S^:^/ applied to any of the blind guides of the

'^ewifi church, under thefe circumftances, they would have

faid, he was mad, or going befides himfelf ; as many carnal

teachers and blind Pharifees now deal with, and fo more and

nnore diftrefs, poor fouls labouring under awakening convic-

ti.ons of their damnable ftate. But God often at our firft

awakening?, vifits us with fore trials, efpecially thofe who are,

like Saul, to fliine in the church, and to be ufed as inftruments

in bringing many fons to glory : thofe who are to be highly

exalted, muft firft be deeply humbled j and this I fpeak for the

comfort of fuch, who may be now groaning under the fpirit of

bondage^ and perhaps, like Saul, can neither eat nor drink ;

for I have generally obfcrved, that thofe who have had the

dcepeft convi61:ions, have afterwards been favoured with the

fr.oft precious communications, and enjoyed moft of the divine

prefence in their fouls. This was afterwards remarkably ex-

emplified in Saul, who w^as three days without fight, and nei-

ther did eat nor drink.

But will the Lord leave his poor fervant in this diflrefs?

ro; his Jesus (though iS^m/ perfecuted him) promifed (and he

w.U perform) that *' it fhould be told him v/hat he mufl do.

And there was a certain difciple at Damafcus, named Jnamas\

and unto him, faid the Lord, in a vifion, Ananias-, and he

faid, Behold, I am here, Lord." What a holy familiarity is

there between Jesus Christ and regenerate fouls ! Ananias

Ijad been ufed to fuch love-vifics, and therefore knew the

voice of his beloved. The Lord fays, " Ananias \' Ananias

fays, " Behold, I am here, Lord." Thus it is that Christ
now, as ;well as formerly, often talks with his children at

fundiy times and after divers manners, as a man talketh with
his friend. But what has the LorvD to fay to Ananias?

Ver. II,
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Ver. II. "And the Lord faid unto him, Arife, and go

into the flreet, which is called Siraighty and enquire in the

houfe of Judasy for one called Said of Tarfus ;" (See here for

your comfort, O children of the moft high God, what notice

Jesus Christ takes of the ftreet and the houfe where his

own dear fervants lodge) " for behold, he prayeth ;" but why
i-s this ufhered in with the word behold? what, was it fuch a

wonder, to hear that Saul was praying? why, Saul was a Pha-
rifee, and therefore, no doubt, fafted and made long prayers:

and, fince we are told that he profited above many of his

equals, I doubt not but he was taken notice of for his gift in

prayer; and yet it feems, that before thefe three days, Saul

never prayed in his life; and why? becaufe, before thefe three

days, he never felt himfelf a condemned creature: he was alive

in his own opinion, becaufe without a knowledge of the fpiri-

tual meaning of the law; he felt not a want of, and therefore,

before now, cried not after a Jesus; and confequently, though

he might have faid or made a prayer (as many Pharifees do

now-a-days) he never prayed a prayer ; but now, ^' behold !

he prayed indeed ;" and this was urged as one 'reafon why he

was converted. None of Gdd's children, as one obferves,

comes into the world flill-born; prayer is the very breath of

the new creature : and therefore, if we are prayerlefs, we are

chriftlefs ; if we never had the fpirit of fupplication, it is a

fad fign that we never had the fpirit of grace in our fouls;

and you may be allured you never did pray, unlefs you have

felt yourfelves Tinners, and {t^n the want of Jesus to be your

Saviour. May the Lord, whom I ferve in the gofpcl of his

dear Son, prick you all to the heart, and may it be faid of ypu

all, as it was of Saul^ behold, they pray I

The Lord gees on to encourage Ananias to go to Saul

:

fays he, ver. 12. " For he hath feen in a vifjon a man named

Jnanias^ coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he

might receive his fight.'* So that though Christ converted

Saul immediately by himfelf, yet he. will carry on the work,

thus begun, by a minifter. Happy they, who under foul-

troubles have fuch experienced guides, and as well acquainted

with Jesus Christ as Ananlns was : you that have fuch,

snake much of and be thankful for them ; and you who have

K 4 them
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thrm not, trufl in God; he will carry on his own work with-

uut them.

Doubtlefs, Jnanias was a crood man ; but fliall I commend

him for his anfvver to our Lord? 1 commend him not: for

fays he, ver. 13. '^ Lord, I have heard by many of this man,

how -much evil he hath done to thy faints at Jerufalem: Ai^d

here, he haih authority from the chief pricfts to bind all that

call upon thy name." I fear this anfwer proceeded from fomc

relicks of fclf-righteoufncfs, as well as infidelity, that lay un-

dil'covered in the heart q>^ Ananias, " Arife, (faid our Lord)

and go into the flreet, which is called Straight^ and enquire

v.\ the houfe of Judas^ for one called Saul of Tarfus ; for be-

hold, he prayeth !" One would think this was fufncif-nt to

fatisfy him; but fays Anajiias^ " LORD, I have heard by many

of this man (he feems to fpeak of him with much contempt;

for even good men are apt to think too contemptuoufly of

ihofe who are yet in their fins) how much evil he ha'h done

to thy faints in Jerufalem: And here, he hath authority from

the chief pricfts, to bind all that call upon thy name." And

v/hat then, Ananias? Is any thing too hard for the LoRD ?

Who made thee to differ ? Could not he who converted thee,

convert him alfo? Surely Ananias here forgets himRlf, or per-

haps fears, left this man, who had authority from the chief

priefts to bind all that call upon Christ's name, fhould bind

him alfo, if he went unto him ; but the Lord filcnces all

cbjcilions, with a " Go thy way, for he is a chofen veflel

unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles^ and kings, and

the children of IfraeL For I will fnew him how great things

he muft fufFcr for my name's fake." Here God ftops his

mouth immediately, by alierting his fovereignty, and preach-

ing to him the doclrine of ele6iion. And the frequent con-

verfion of notorious fmners to God, to me is one great proof,

amongft a thoufand others, of that precious, but too much
exploded and fadly mifreprtfented, dochine of God's electing

love; for whence is it that fuch are taken, whllft thoufands,

not near fo vile, die fenfelefs and ftupid ? All the anfwer that

can be given, is, ihey are chofen vefj'tls \
" Go thy way, (fays

God; for he is a chofen vefTel unto me, to bear my name be-

fore the Gentilcs^ and kings, and the children of Jfrael : For

\ will facw him ho'^ great things he inuft fuiur for my name's
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fake.'* Obferve what a clofe connexion there is between do-

ing and fufFering for Christ. If any of my brethren in the

niiniftry are prefent, let them hear what preferment we mud
expert, if we are called out to work remarkably for God :

not great prebendaries or biftiopricks, but great fufFerings for

our Lord's name fake ; thefe are the fruits of our labour : and

he that will not contentedly fufFer great things for preaching

Christ, is not worthy of him. Suffering will be found to

be the bell: preferment, when we are called to give an account

*of our miniftry at the great day.

I do not hear, that Ananias quarrelled with God concern-

ing the dodrine of eletSlion ; no, (O that all good men would,

in this, learn of him !) "He went his way, and entered into

the houfe; and put his hands on him, and faid. Brother 5i??//
j"

juft now, it was this man-, now it is brother Saul: it is no mat-

ter what a man has been, if he be now a chriftian ; the fame

fhould be our brother, our fitter and mother ;~ God blots ou^

every convert's tranfgreffions as with a thick cloud, and fo

(hould we ; the more vile a man has been, the more fhould

we love him when believing in Christ, becaufe Christ will

be more glorified on his behalf. I doubt not, but Ananias was

wonderfully delighted to hear that fo remarkable a perfecutor

was brought home to God : I ;im perfuaded he felt his foul

immediately united to him by love, and therefore addrefles

him not with, thou perfecutor, thou murderer, that cameft to

butcher me and my friends ; but, <* brother Saul" It is re-

markable that the primitive chriftians much ufed the word
brother and brethren ; I know it is a term now much in re-

proach ; but thofe who defpife it, 1 believe, would be glad to

be of our brotherhood, when they fee us fitting at the ri^ht-

hand of the Majefty on high. " Brother Saul, the Lord (even

Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as thou cameft) hath

fent me, that thou mighteft receive thy fight, and be filled

with the Holy Ghoft." At this time, we may fuppofc, he

kid his hands upon him. See the confequences.

Ver. i8. " Immediately there fell from his eyes as it had

been fcales, and he received fight forthwith;" not only bodily,

but fpiritual fight ; he emerged as it were into a new world ;

he faw, and felt too, things unutterable: he felt a union of

(oul with Godj he received the fpirit of adoption; he could

now,
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Kow, vvith a full aiTurance of faith, crv, '* Abba, Father.**

Now was he filled vvith the Holy Ghoft ; and had the love of

God fhed abroad in his heart; novir were the days of his

mourning ended ; now was Christ formed in his foul j now

he could give men and devils the challenge, knowing that

Christ had juOified him ; now he faw the excellencies of

Christ, and efteemed him the faireft among ten thoufand.

You onJy know how to fympathize with the apoftle in his

joy, who, after a long night of bondage, have been fet free

by the Spirit, and have received joy in the Holy Ghoft. May
all that are now mourniiig> as Saul was, be comforted in like

manner I

The fcales are now removed from the eyes of SauF^ mind ;

Ananias has done that for him, under God : he muft now do

another office, baptize him, and fo receive him into the vifi-

ble church of Christ; a good proof to me of the neceinty of

baptifm where it may be had : for I find here, as well as elfe^

where, that baptifm is adminiftered even to thofe who had re^

ceived the Holy Ghoft; Saul was convinced of this, and there-

fore arofe and was bapti;£ed ; and now it is time for him to

recruit the outward man, which, by three days abftinence and

fpiritual conflidh, had been much impaired : we are there-

fore told, (ver. 19.) " when he had received meat, he w^s

ifrengthentg,"

But O5 with what comfort did the apoftle now eat his food 1

I am fure it was with finglenefs, I am perfuaded alfo with

gladnefs of heart ; and why ? he knew that he was reconciled

to God ; and, for my own part, did I not know how blind

and flinty our hearts are by nature, I fliould wonder how any

one could eat even his common food with any fatisfadlion,

who has not fome well-grounded hope of his being reconciled

to God. Our Lord intimates thus much to us : for in his

glorious prayer, afccr he has taught us to pray for our daily

bread, immediately adds that petition, " Forgive us our tref-

pafies;'* as though our daily biead would do us no fervice,-

unlefs we were fenfible of having the forgivenefs of our fins.

To proceed: 5^v7v/ hath received meat, and is ftrengthened;

and whither will he go now? to fee the brethren; *' then was

Saul certain days with the difciples that were at Damafcus^ If

we know and love Christ, wc il:iall alfo love ^nd defire tQ

be
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be acquainted with the brethren of Christ : we may gene-

rally know a man by his company. And though all are not

faints that affociate with faints, (for tares will be always

fpringing up amongft the wheat till the time of harvefl) yet,

if we never keep company, but are fliy and afhamed of the

defpifed children of God, it is a certain fign we have not yet

experim.entally learned Jesus, or received him into our hearts.

My dear friends, be not deceived j if we are friends to the

Bridegroom, we (hall be friends to the children of the Bride-

groom. Saul^ as foon as he was filled with the Holy Ghoft,

^' was certain days with the difciples that were at Damafcus**

But who can tell what joy thefe difciples felt when Saul

came amongft them ! I fuppofe holy Ananias introduced him.

Methinks I fee the once perfecuting zealot, when they came

to falute him with a holy kifs, throwing himfelf upon each of

their necks, weeping over them with floods of tears, and fay-

ing, " O my brother, O my fuler. Can you forgive me ?

*' Can you give fuch a wretch as I the right-hand of fellow-

" fhip, who intended to drag you behind me bound unto '7^-

" riifalem!'' Thus, I fay, we may fuppofe ^SW addreifed

himfelf to his fdlow-difciples 5 and I doubt not but they were

as ready to forgive and forget as Ananias was, and faluted him

with the endearing title of " brother Said.'' Lovely was

this meeting; fo lovely, that it feemed iSW continued cer-

tain dijys with them, to communicate experiences, and to

"learn the way of God more perfectly ; to pray for a bleiiing

on his future miniftry, and to praife Christ Jesus for what

he had done for their fouls. Sau!^ perhaps, had fat certain

years at the feet of Gamaliel^ but undoubtedly learned more

thefe certain days, than he had learned before in all his life.

It pleafes me to think how this great fcholar is transformed by

the rfnewing of his mind : What a mighty change was here !

That fo great a man as Saul was, both as to his ftation in life,

and internal qualifications, and fuch a bitter enemy to the

chriflians ; for him, I fay, to go and be certain days with the

people of this mad way^ and to fit quietly, and be taught of il-

literate men, as many of thefe difciples we may be fure were

;

what a fubdantial proof was this of the reality of his con-

verfiun !

What
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What a hurry and confufion may we fuppoA? the chief

priefts were now in ! I warrant they were leady to cry out.

What ! is he aifo deceived ? As for the common people,

who knew not the law, and are accurfed, for them to be car-

ried away, is no fuch wonder ; but for a man bred up at

the feet of Gamaliel^ for fuch a fcholar, fuch an enemy to the

caufe as Saul', for him to be led away with a company of filly,

deceived men and women, furely it is impoflible : we cannot

believe it. But Saul foon convinces them of the reality of

his becoming a fool for Christ's fake : for ftraightway, in-

ftead of going to deliver the letters from the high priefts, as

they expelled, in order to bring the difciples that were zt Da^

mafcus bound to Jerufalem^ '' he preached Christ in the fy«

iiago^ues, that he is the Son of God." This was another

proof of his being converted. He not only converfed with

chriftians in private, but he preached Christ publicly in the

Synagogues : efpecially, he infilled on the divinity of our

Lord, proving, notwithftanding his ftate of humiliation, that

he was really the Son of God.
But why did Saul preach Christ thus ? Becaufe he had

felt the power of Christ upon his own foul. And here is

the reafon why Christ is (o feldom preached, and his divinity

fo (lightly infifted on in our fynagogues ; becaufe the gene-

rality of thofe that pretend to preach him, never felt a faving

work of converfion upon their own fouls. How can they

preach, unlefs they are iirfi: taught of, and then fent by God?
Saul did not preach CHRi:iT before he knew him ; no more

Ihould any one elfe. An unconverted minifter, though he

could fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, will be but

as a founding brafs and tinkling cymbal to thofe whofe fenfes

are cxercifed to difcern fpiritual things. Minifters that are

unconverted, may talk and declaim of Christ, and prove

from books that he is the Son of God ; but they cannot

preach with the demcnflration of the Spirit and with power,

unlefs they preach from experience, and have had a proof of

his divinity, by a work of grace wrought upon their own
fouls. God forgive thofe, who lay hands on an unconverted

man, knowing that he is fuch : I would not do it for a thou-

fand worlds. Lord Jesus, keep thy own faithful fervants

pure, and let ihenx not be partakers of other mens fms !

Such
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Such an inftance as was ^aid\ converfion, we may be af-

fured, ip.uft make a great deal of noife ; and, therefore, no

wonder we arc told, ver. 21. " But all that heard him were

amazed, and faid. Is not this he that deftroyed them who
called on this name in 'Jerufalem^ and came hither for that in-

tent, that he might bring them bound to the chief priefts."

Thus it will be with all that appear publicly for Jfisus

Christ ; and it is as impoffible for a true chriftian to be hid,

as a city built upon a hill. Brethren, if you are faithful to,

you muft be reproached and have remarks made on you for

Christ ; efpecially if you have been remarkably wicked be-

fore your converfion. Your friends will fay, is not this he,

or fhe, who a little while ago would run to as great an excefs

of riot and vanity as the worft of us all ? What has turned

your brain ?—Or if you have been clofe, falfe, formal hypo-

crites, as Saul was, they will wonder that vou (hould be fo

deceived, as to think you were not in a fafe (fate before. No
doubt, numbers were furprized to hear Said^ who was touch-

ing the Jaw blamelefs, affirm that he was in a damnable con-

dition (as in all probability he did) a iz^^^' days before.

Brethren, you muft expe<Sl: to meet Vv'ith many fuch difHcul-

tles as thefe. The fcourge of the tongue, is generally the firft

crofs we are caHeJ to bear for the fake of Christ. Let not,

therefore, this move you : It did not intimidate, no, it rather

encouraged Saul r fays the text, '' Bat Saul increafed the

more in ftrength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt at Da^

mafcus^ proving that this is very Christ." Oppofition never

yet did, nor ever will hurt a fmcere convert : Nothing like

oppofition to make the man of God perfeiSt. None but a

hireling, who careth not fur the (beep, will be affrighted at

the approach or barking of wolves. Christ's minifters are

as bold as lions : it is not for fuch men as they to flee.

And therefore (that I may draw tov/ards a conclufion) let

the minifters and difciples of Christ learn from Saul^ not to

fear men or their revilings j but, like him, increafe in ftrength,

the more wicked men endeavour to weaken their hands. VVe

cannot be chriftians without being oppofed : no ; difciples in

general muft fufFer ; minifters in particular muft fufter great

things. But let not this move any of us fiom our ftedT/Knefs

in
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in the gofpel : He that Itood by and flrengthened 6W/, will

alfo ftand by and ftrengthen us : He is a God mighty to fav6

all that put their truft in him. If we look up with an eye

of faith, we, as well as the tirft martyr Stephen^ may fee Jesus

flanding at the right hand of God, ready to aflift and protect

us. Though the Lord's feat is in heaven, yet he has refpeet

to his faints in an efpecial manner, when fufFering here on

earth : then the Spirit of Christ and of glory refts upon

their fouls. And, if I may fpeak my own experience, " I

never enjoy more rich communications from God, than when

defpifed and rejedled of men for the fake of Jesus Christ."

However little they may defign it, my enemies are my greateft

friends. What I mofl fear, is a calm ; but the enmity which

is in the hearts of natural men againft Christ, will not

fuffer them to be quiet long : No ; as I hope the work of

God will increafe, fc the rage of men and devils will increafe

alfo. Let us put on, therefore, the whole armour of God :

let us not fear the face of men :
" Let us fear him only, who

can deftroy both body and foul in hell :" I fay unto you, let

us fear him alone. You fee how foon God can flop the fury

of his enemies.

You have juft now heard of a proud, powerful zealot flopt

in his full career, ftruck down to the earth with a light from

heaven, converted by the almighty power of efficacious grace,

and thereupon zealoufiy promoting, nay, refolutely fuffering

for, the faith, v/hich once with threatenings and flaughters he

endeavoured to deftroy. Let this teach us to pity and pray

for our Lord's mofl inveterate enemies. Who knows, but

in anfwer thereunto, our Lord may give them repentance

unto life ? Moft think, that Christ had refpeet to Stephens

prayer, when he converted Saul. Perhaps for this reafon God
fuffers his adverfaries to go on, that his goodnefs and power

may fliine more bright in their converfion.

But let not the perfecutors of Christ take encouragement

from this to continue in their oppofuion. Remember, though

Saul was converted, yet the high-prieft, and Saul^s companions,

were left dead in trefpaiTes and iins : And, if this {hould be

your cafe, you will of all men be moft miferable : for perfe-

cutors have the lowefl place in hell. Andj if Saul v.'as flruck

to
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to the earth by a light from heaven, how will you be able to

ftand before Jesus Christ, when he comes in terrible ma-
jefty to take vengeance on all thofe who have petfecutej his

gofpel ? Then the queilion, " Why perfecuicft thou me ?**

will cut you through and through. The fecret enmity of

your hearts (hall be then detedled before men and angels, and

you (hall be doomed to dwell in the blacknefs of darknefs for

evermore. Kifs the Son, therefore, left he be angry : for evea

you may yet find mercy, if you believe on the Son of God :

though you perfecute him, yet he will be your Jesus. I

cannot defpair of any of you, when I find a Saul amonp^ the

difciples at Damafcus. What though your fins are as fcarlet,

the blood of Christ {hall walh them as white as fnow. Hav-

ing much to be forgiven, defpair not ; only believe, and like

Saul, of whom I have now been fpeakingf, love much. He
counted himfelf the chiefefl fmner of all, and therefore la-

boured more abundantly than all.

Who is there among you fearing the Lord ? Whofe hearf?

hath the Lord now opened to hearken to the voice of his

poor unworthy fervant .' Surely, the Lord will not let me
preach in vain. W^ho is the happy foul that is this day to be

wafned in the blood of the Lamb ? Will no poor (inner take

encouragement from Saul to come to Jesus Christ ? You
are all thronging round, but which of you will touch the Lord
Jesus ? What a comfort will h be to Saul, and to yourowa
fouls, when you meet him in heaven, to tell him, that hearing

of his, was a means, under God, of your converfion ! Doubc-
\t(s it was written for the encouragement of all poor, returning

fmners ; he himfelf tells us fo : for *' in me God fiiewed

all iong-fuftering, that I might be an example to them that

(hould hereafter believe." Was iSW here himfelf, he would

tell you fo, indeed he would ; but being dead, by this account

of his converfion he yet fpeaketh. O that God may fpe^^k:

by it to your hearts 1 O that the arrov/s of God might this

day^flick faft in your fouls, and you made to cry out, " Who
art thou. Lord V Are there any fuch amongft you ? Me-
thinks I feel fomething of what this Saul felt, when he faid,

" I travail in birth again for you, till Christ be formed

again in your heartb." O come, con?e away to Jesus, in

whom
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whom Saul believed ; and then I care not if the high-prieAs

iflue out never fo many writs, or injurioufly drag me to a

piifon. The thoughts of being inftrumental in faving you,

will make me fing praifcs even at midnight : And I know you

will be my joy and crown of rejoicings when I am delivered

from this earthly prifon, and meet you in the kingdom oi

God hereafter.

Now to God, &c.

SERMON


